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This evening of cinematic treasures celebrates 100 years since the creation of Chaplin’s set of 
masterpieces known as the Mutual Comedies, and explores the fascinating relationship between 
music and film in the hands of one of the 20th Century’s greatest cultural icons.

Highlights will include screenings of memorable set pieces from The Immigrant, The 
Adventurer, Modern Times and The Vagabond, each with specially curated soundtracks for 
violin and piano. These soundtracks will include the music of Fritz Kreisler, Scott Joplin, Bela 
Bartok and the famous Czardas by Monti.

The show will also chart some of the musical inspirations of Chaplin’s formative years, and 
features several of his own compositions alongside those of famous musicians with whom he 
enjoyed close relationships, such as George Gershwin, Jascha Heifetz and Leopold Godowski.

Linking the show together will be lively, fun and informative introductions from the stage, 
including stories and anecdotes, all illustrated with projected images. 

CHAPLIN
silent soundtracks

screenings of classic film clips, with violin and piano performance





The Mutual Comedies
1916 / 1917

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-RWJpEOMYE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-RWJpEOMYE


‘The Immigrant touched me more than any other film I made’
Charlie Chaplin

In 1916 the Mutual Film Corporation made Charlie Chaplin the highest paid entertainer in 
the world, giving him a year of complete artistic freedom, along with his own studio, in which 
to make 12 films.
Chaplin himself recognised the time as being the most creatively liberating of his career, and 
the resulting masterpieces, including The Immigrant, The Adventurer and Vagabond, as 
amongst his finest work.

The Adventurer

VagabondThe Immigrant



PLAYLIST OUTLINE

Screening from the movie Limelight 
scene featuring Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton tuning their instruments

music
Chaplin - ‘Eternally’ from Limelight

 
spoken link

music
Penn & Fitz - ‘The Honeysuckle and the Bee’

spoken link

music
3 pieces by Chaplin

Screening of The Immigrant 
second half of movie, with music by Fritz Kreisler



2nd HALF

Screening from The Vagabond
Violin scene with Chaplin and the gypsy girl, featuring Czardas by Monti

spoken link

music
Godowsky / Heifetz - ‘Alt Wien’

spoken link

music
Gershwin / Heifetz - 

Summertime
My Man’s Gone Now
It Ain’t Necessarily So  

Screening of The Adventurer
second half of the movie, with soundtrack including Joplin, Kreisler and Bartok

spoken link into final numbers

Chaplin - ‘Smile’ 
 set to final scene of Modern Times



Matthew Trusler

Matthew Trusler has developed a reputation as one of Britain’s leading violinists, performing with 
many of the world’s great orchestras, and receiving huge critical acclaim for his diverse recordings.
Trusler has been invited to perform as a recitalist and concerto soloist throughout Europe, Australia, 
the USA, Japan and South Africa, with orchestras including the BBC Symphony, BBC Scottish and 
BBC Welsh orchestras, the Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, CBSO, Halle 
and Academy of St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Further afield he has appeared with the Minnesota 
Orchestra, NDR Hanover, Helsinki Philharmonic, Deutsche Symphony Berlin, Malaysian 
Philharmonic and Johannesburg Philharmonic.

Ashley Wass

Described as an ‘endlessly fascinating artist’,  Ashley Wass is firmly established as one of the leading 
performers of his generation. 
Increasingly in demand on the international stage, Ashley has performed at many of the world’s finest 
concert halls including Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall, Concertgebouw and the Vienna Konzerthaus. 
 He has performed as soloist with numerous leading ensembles, including all of the BBC orchestras, 
the Philharmonia, Orchestre National de Lille, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, RLPO, CBSO, Bournemouth Symphony and under the baton of conductors such as 
Simon Rattle, Osmo Vanska, Donald Runnicles, Ilan Volkov and Vassily Sinaisky.




